The Superpowers and the Middle East
The United States must supply that assistance. We have already
extended to Greece certain types of relief and economic aid, but these
are inadequate.
There is no other country to which democratic Greece can turn.
No other nation is willing and able to provide the necessary support
for a democratic Greek Government.
The British Government, which has been helping Greece, can give
no further financial or economic aid after March 31. Great Britain
finds itself under the necessity of reducing or liquidating its commit-
ments in several parts of the world, including Greece.
We have considered how the United Nations might assist in this
crisis. But the situation is an urgent one requiring immediate action, and
the United Nations and its related organizations are not in a position to
extend help of the kind that is required.
It is important to note that the Greek Government has asked for
our aid in utilizing effectively the financial and other assistance we may
give to Greece, and in improving its public administration. It is of the
utmost importance that we supervise the use of any funds made available
to Greece, in such a manner that each dollar spent will count toward
making Greece self-supporting, and will help to build an economy in
which a healthy democracy can flourish.
No government is perfect One of the chief virtues of democracy,
however, is that its defects are always visible and under democratic
processes can be pointed out and corrected. The Government of Greece
is not perfect Nevertheless it represents 85 per cent of the members of
the Greek Parliament who were chosen in an election last year. Foreign
observers, including 692 Americans, considered this election to be a fair
expression of the views of the Greek people.
The Greek Government has been operating in an atmosphere of
chaos and extremism. It has made mistakes. The extension of aid by
this country does not mean that the United States condones everything
that the Greek Government has done or will do. We have condemned
in the past, and we condemn now, extremist measures of the right or
the left We have in the past advised tolerance, and we advise tolerance
Greece's neighbour, Tnrkey, also deserves our attention.
The future of Turkey as an independent and economically sound
state fa clearly no less important to the freedom-loving peoples of the
world than the future of Greece. The circumstances in which Turkey
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